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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in this 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fireplace, comprising: 

an enclosure defining a bottom back portion and including a plurality of panels, the plurality 
of panels defining a combustion chamber and including a lower panel ; 

a backlighting system positioned at a-the bottom back portion of the enclosure and including 
at least one light source adapted to shine light directly upon a-the rear panel of the 
fireplace;-and 

a burner adapted for combusting gases to generate flames in the combustion chamber: 

a sensor configured to sense flames generated by the burner in the combustion chamber: and 

a control system in electrical communication with the sensor and the backlighting system, 
the control system configured to cause in the fireplace and operably connected to the 
backlighting system to shine light on wherein the l ight from the light source provid e s 
aesthetic lighting upon the rear panel when no flames or heat are generated or 
simulated in the c o mbustion chambe r when the burner is not generating flames as 
sensed by the sensor. 

2. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1, wherein the enclosure includes a lower panel 
d efi ni ng lower panel has a back portion proximate the rear wall, the back portion of the lower panel 
forming an opening in the enclosure back portion of the com b ustion chamber , and further wherein 
the light source is positioned at least partially below the lower panel so that the light from the light 
source shines through the opening in the back portion of the lower panel and into the combustion 
chamber. 

3. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1, wherein the enclosure has a front opening 
opposite the rear wall, and further wherein the backlighting system is positioned within the enclosure 
so as not to be visible through an- the front opening of the enclosure define d by th e combustion 
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4. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein at least a portion of a-the back panel 
of the enclosure defines a lattice structure, and wherein the light source is configured to shine the 
light on the lattice structure. 

5. (Original) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein the backlighting system includes more than one 
light source positioned at the back portion of the enclosure. 

6. (Original) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein the light source is configured to withstand high 
temperature generated by the fireplace. 

7. (Original) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein the light source includes a halogen bulb and a 
ceramic socket. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A fireplace, comprising: 

an enclosure including a plurality of panels, the plurality of panels defining a combustion 


and a side panel generally form a lattice strue twe; and 
a burner connected to a source of combustible gas, the burner adapted to generate flames in 

the combustion chamber; 
a backlighting system positioned at a bottom back portio n of the o nclosur c and including a t 


fireplace; 

a sensor configured to sense flames in the fireplace; and 

a control system in electrical communication with the backlighting system and the sensor; 




-to shine light directly upon the 


- rear panel of the 
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wherein the control system is configured to cause the backlighting system i s co nf igured to 
provide a constant a es thetic lighting upon th e lattice stru eture when no to stop 
shining light on the rear panel when flames or heat are being generated or-si mulated 
in the combustion chamber as sensed by the sensor . 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1 , wherein the control system is configured to 
turn on the light source when a natural fire is being simulated within the fireplace. 

12. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1, wherein the sensor is a photocell module 
adapted to sense light from the flames in the enclosure and wherein the photocell module control 
system turns the backlighting system on and off depending on an amount of light in the enclosure of 
the fireplace. 

13. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1, wherein the sensor is a photocell module and 
wherein the p h o tocell in edule- control system is further configured to turns the backlighting system 
on and off depending on an amount of light outside of the fireplace. 

14. (Previously Presented) The fireplace of claim 1, wherein the control system further includes 
a manual control that is manually controlled by a user of the fireplace. 

15. (Currently Amended) A fireplace, comprising: 

an enclosure defining a combustion chamber and an open front, the enclosure including at 
least a lower panel, two side panels and a back panel opposite the open front the-s44e 
p anels a n d the back panel form i n g a plurality of ledg es; 

a burner positioned adjacent to the lower panel , the burner adapted to combust gases to 
generate heat in the combustion chamber ; 

a leg set posi tion ed ad j acent to the burner; 
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a backlighting system positioned betwe e n the log set a nd t he back pane l of t he e nclo surer-the 
system in cluding a light source to shine light directly upon components of the 
fireplace including at least the back panel, 

a sensor for sensing a temperature of the fireplace; 

a control system in electrical communication with the sensor and the backlighting system, 
the control system configured to cause wherein the light source the backlighting 
system to provides aesthetic lighting on at least the back panel a nd t he phir ality of 
kdges-when the burner is not generating heat in the combustion chamber as sensed 
by the senso r no flames are being generated in the combustion chamber . 

16. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 1 5, wherein the enclo sur e lower panel has a 
back portion proximate the back panel and the back portion of includes a the lower panel defining 
defines an opening- in th e ba ck portion of the com b ustion chambe r, and further wherein the light 
source is positioned at least partially below the lower panel so that the light from the light source 
shines through the opening in the back portion of the lower panel into the combustion chamber. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 15, wherein at least a portion of the back panel 
of the enclosure defines a lattice structure, and wherein the light source is positioned to shine the 
light on the lattice structure. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 15, wherein the light source is positioned 
adjacent to a-the burner of the fireplace. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of providing backlighting for a fireplace, comprising: 
providing an enclosure defining a combustion chamber and an open front, the enclosure 

including at least a lower panel, two side panels, and a back panel, the side panels 
and the back panel forming a plurality of ledges- ,-the comb usti on c ham beF^enfigwed 
to contain flames, heat, or simulated flame ; 
providing a log set positioned in the enclosure; 
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positioning a backlighting system including a light source in a back portion of the enclosure 

behind the log set-; 
generating flames in the combustion chamber; 

sensing light from the flames generated in the combustion chamber using a sensor; and 


2 1 . (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the step of positioning the backlighting system 
further comprises: 

defining an aperture in the lower panel of the enclosure; and 
positioning the light source so that the light shines through the aperture and into the 
enclosure. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the step of providing the enclosure further 
comprises: 

forming a lattice structure on at least a portion of the back panel of the enclosure; and 
positioning the light source to shine the light on the lattice structure. 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Original) The method of claim 20, further comprising modulating the light source of the 
backlighting system depending on a state of a flame generated in the combustion chamber. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the step of positioning the backlighting system 
further comprises positioning the backlighting system adjacent to a burner of the fireplace. 



it source shining light directly on the plurality of ledges with the light source upon 
sgnging wherein the light source provides an aesthetic illumination of the ledg e s 
whm -that light from the flames no flames, heat or simula ted flames a re is not being 
generated in the combustion chamber. 


26. (Currently Amended) The fireplace of claim 9, wherein the sensor is further comprising a 
photocell module coupled to the baek l i gh ti n g gont^systemrwte : effl^ mo dul e4affls4he 
backl ighti ng sy s t e m on and off d e pending o n an amount of light i n the enclosur e of the fir e place . 
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27. (Previously Presented) The fireplace of claim 9, further comprising a photocell module 
coupled to the backlighting system, wherein the photocell module turns the backlighting system on 
and off depending on an amount of light outside of the fireplace. 


